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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1-16. (Canceled) 

17. (New) A coating material comprising: cordierite powder as a main component 
having a tap bulk density of 1 .3 g/cm 3 or more; and water. 

18. (New) The coating material according to claim 17, wherein the average particle 
diameter of the cordierite powder is in a range of 20 to 55 |im, and a content of a powder 
component having a particle diameter of 44 jam or less in the cordierite powder is 80 mass% 
or less with respect to the whole cordierite powder. 

19. (New) The coating material according to claim 18, wherein the average particle 
diameter of the cordierite powder is in a range of 25 to 55 jam. 

20. (New) A coating material comprising: 
ceramic powder as a main component; and 
water, 

wherein an average particle diameter of the ceramic powder is in a range of 20 to 55 
jam, and a content of a powder component having a particle diameter of 44 jam or less in the 
ceramic powder is 80 mass% or less with respect to the whole ceramic powder. 



-2- 



New U.S. National Stage of PCT/JP03/16714 

21. (New) The coating material according to claim 20, wherein the average particle 
diameter of the ceramic powder is in a range of 25 to 55 (am. 

22. (New) The coating material according to claim 17, further comprising: at least 
one selected from the group consisting of ceramic fiber, silica sol, and alumina sol. 

23. (New) The coating material according to claim 20, further comprising: at least 
one selected from the group consisting of ceramic fiber, silica sol, and alumina sol. 

24. (New) The coating material according to claim 17, for use in coating a surface of 
a porous body formed of a ceramic and having a predetermined shape and thereafter drying 
and/or firing the material to thereby form an outer wall on the surface of the porous body. 

25. (New) The coating material according to claim 20, for use in coating a surface of 
a porous body formed of a ceramic and having a predetermined shape and thereafter drying 
and/or firing the material to thereby form an outer wall on the surface of the porous body. 

26. (New) A ceramic honeycomb structure comprising: 

a cell structure constituted of a porous body having a plurality of cells, each cell being 
surrounded by partition walls and functioning as a fluid channel; and 

an outer wall disposed in such a manner as to coat an outer peripheral portion of the 
cell structure and constituted of a porous body formed of a material containing ceramic 
powder as a main component, 

wherein a surface roughness Ra of the outer wall is in a range of 5 to 50 jam. 
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27. (New) The ceramic honeycomb structure according to claim 26, wherein the 
ceramic powder forming the outer wall is cordierite powder having a tap bulk density of 1.3 
g/cm 3 or more. 

28. (New) The ceramic honeycomb structure according to claim 26, wherein an 
average particle diameter of the ceramic powder forming the outer wall is in a range of 20 to 
55 |im, and a content of a powder component having a particle diameter of 44 jam or less in 
the ceramic powder is 80 mass% or less with respect to the whole ceramic powder. 

29. (New) A method for producing a ceramic honeycomb structure, comprising the 
steps of: 

applying a coating material containing cordierite powder as a main component and 
water in such a manner as to coat an outer periphery of a cell structure constituted of a porous 
body having a plurality of cells, each cell being surrounded by partition walls and functioning 
as a fluid channel; and 

drying and/or firing the applied coating material to thereby form an outer wall, 
wherein a tap bulk density of the cordierite powder is 1 .3 g/cm 3 or more. 

30. (New) The method for producing the ceramic honeycomb structure according to 
claim 29, wherein an average particle diameter of the cordierite powder is in a range of 20 to 
55 |im, and a content of a powder component having a particle diameter of 44 jim or less in 
the cordierite powder is 80 mass% or less with respect to the whole cordierite powder. 
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31. (New) The method for producing the ceramic honeycomb structure according to 
claim 30, wherein the average particle diameter of the cordierite powder is in a range of 25 to 
55 |im. 

32. (New) A method for producing a ceramic honeycomb structure, comprising the 
steps of: 

applying a coating material containing ceramic powder as a main component and 
water in such a manner as to coat an outer periphery of a cell structure constituted of a porous 
body having a plurality of cells, each cell being surrounded by partition walls and functioning 
as a fluid channel; and 

drying and/or firing the applied coating material to thereby form an outer wall, 
wherein an average particle diameter of the ceramic powder is in a range of 20 to 55 
jim, and a content of a powder component having a particle diameter of 44 ^im or less in the 
ceramic powder is 80 mass% or less with respect to the whole ceramic powder. 

33. (New) The method for producing the ceramic honeycomb structure according to 
claim 32, wherein the average particle diameter of the cordierite powder is in a range of 25 to 
55 |im. 

34. (New) The method for producing the ceramic honeycomb structure according to 
claim 29, wherein the coating material further comprises: at least one selected from the group 
consisting of ceramic fiber, silica sol, and alumina sol. 
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35. (New) The method for producing the ceramic honeycomb structure according to 
claim 32, wherein the coating material further comprises: at least one selected from the group 
consisting of ceramic fiber, silica sol, and alumina sol. 



